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By Caryn Hartglass
Back in September 2006, I was ane-

mic, with a belly full of cancer and un-
comfortable, taking aspirins. I didn’t know 
I had cancer at that time. I lied down on 
the couch and turned on the TV (I never 
used to watch TV) and there was a pro-
gram on Gustav Klimt, my favorite art-
ist. They were discussing how his paint-
ing, the Adele Bloch-Bauer I, just sold 
for $137,000,000. It was on display at the 
Neue Gallery in Manhattan. It was not one 
of my preferred pieces but I felt an obses-
sion to see it. I was going on a 2 week trip 
to India and didn’t have much time. I ran to 
the gallery the day I was flying. I had about 
15 minutes inside. I saw the painting and it 
brought me to profound tears. I could not 
explain it. The painting is incredible but I 
could not understand my feelings.

That night I flew to India. One of the 
films on the flight was Ocean’s 12. I had 
seen it and was barely watching it. Toward 
the end, Andy Garcia was sitting at his 
desk in the casino and you could see the 
bottom portion of the Adele Bloch-Bauer 
hanging behind him. I couldn’t believe it. 
Why was I drawn to this painting? 

When I got back from India I had my 
surgery and discovered the cancer. I was 
traumatized and was trying to remember 
if I had had any dreams or visions that had 
given me clues of the disease in the past. I 

thought of the painting but couldn’t figure 
anything out. I was talking to John Rob-

bins, my friend and founder of EarthSave. 
He asked me if I had been dreaming. I 

told him I hadn’t been because I had not 
been sleeping well for a long time. Several 
nights later I had a dream with John in it. 
There were lots of aspects to the dream but 
the important part for this story is that I 
saw a very tall, slim woman holding my 1 
year old niece. She was so tall we couldn’t 
see the baby. 

On October 24, 2006, three days af-
ter the dream, I went to Memorial Sloan-
Kettering for a consultation with one of 
their top GYN/Oncologist. I was in the 
waiting room with my mother and saw a 
woman who looked like the tall one in my 
dream. I told my mom about her and got 
up to take a closer look. She had a purse 
with the Adele Bloch-Bauer pattern on it! 
It blew my mind but I didn’t know what it 
meant. 

And I forgot about it for some time. 
John Robbins led me to the Block Center 
in Evanston, IL for chemo. It’s a wonder-
ful place and almost makes having chemo-
therapy pleasurable. I call it the Club Med 
of chemotherapy. Unfortunately I had a 
small residual mass that was not removed 
by the chemo. The doctor who did the first 
surgery performed the second in March 
2007 but he couldn’t find anything. He 
said it was possible to have a false positive 
from a Pet Scan. I wanted to believe I was 
cancer free but for the next three months 

Earle Harris
By John Robbins

LONG-time EarthSave and YES! 
supporter Earle Harris passed away in 
mid-February at his daughter’s home in 
Tennessee.  Earle was approaching 90 
years old, and lived an extraordinarily 
vibrant life.  He died peacefully in his 
sleep, having felt not quite well for a 
day or two prior.

Earle retired from 35 years’ work 
as a NASA engineer to move to Santa 
Cruz and volunteer 80+ hours/week for 
EarthSave for 9 years, starting in 1988.  
He lived in a small motor home on the 
property and made EarthSave and the 
EarthSave community into the central 
focus of his life.  When EarthSave left 
Santa Cruz in 1997, Earle began to trav-
el the country as an “EarthSave ambas-
sador”, staying in city after city helping 

Local EarthSave Groups to get started, 
and spreading both the message and 
the spirit of EarthSave.  Then he began 
to volunteer full time for Hospice — 
in Tennessee, and for a few years, in 
Santa Cruz.  For the last 20 years of his 
life, he lived on his pension, as frugally 
as he could, giving away whatever he 
didn’t need at the end of each month.  
For more than ten years, Earle gave 
regular donations to EarthSave, and 
for a long time this man who lived so 
simply and frugally was one of Earth-
Save’s alltime major donors.

His life of simple unconditional 
service has been a profound inspira-
tion to me, and so I wanted to share his 
passing with all of you, and take a mo-
ment to honor all that Earle gave to the 
world we love.
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This month we asked several people involved with 
EarthSave since the early days to tell us what they’re 
doing today.  Read on to discover what fascinating 
things these Original EarthSavers are up to.

Gustav Klimt’s Adele Bloch-Bauer
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Larry Kaplowitz
Back in 1991, while relocating 

from LA to Seattle with my wife, Kar-
in, and our 3 month-old son, we stayed 
overnight at a friend’s house in Berkeley, 
and on the bedside table was a copy of 
Diet for a New America. Alternately en-
thralled and disturbed, we stayed up for 
over an hour that night reading it aloud to 
each other, sometimes with tears in our 
eyes, and the next morning we decided to 
become vegan. Shortly after we arrived 
in Seattle we found out that there was a 
local EarthSave group that had monthly 
potlucks, and at our first potluck I met 
Sheila, who was the chair of the group, 
and signed up to volunteer. Within a 
short time, I was on the board also, and 
volunteering between 15-20 hours per 
week, focusing on educational outreach, 
fundraising, and membership. I was also 
elected to represent all the Local Action 
Groups on the EarthSave International 
board of directors, and served for two 
years. 

During this time, my family moved 
to Lost Valley Educational Center, in 
Dexter, OR. Lost Valley is a land-based 
intentional community and nonprofit ed-
ucational center focused on sustainable 
living skills, including organic garden-
ing, permaculture, natural building, and 
cooperative living skills. I spent ten years 
there running the conference center and 
creating and facilitating workshops and 
events (including two extended YES! 
Sustainable Living Skills camps). I also 
did a lot of cooking, preparing organic 
vegetarian meals for thousands of guests 

and visitors. Shortly after arriving at 
Lost Valley, I helped found an EarthSave 
group in nearby Eugene, and we had 
successful monthly potlucks and major 
events for several years. 

In 2004 I left Lost Valley and 
moved to Eugene with my new partner, 
Luna Marcus. For many months we had 
been casually experimenting with mak-
ing vegan ice cream from coconut milk, 
and by the beginning of 2005 we were so 
excited about this that we started a busi-
ness and began manufacturing and mar-
keting our product, Luna & Larry’s Co-
conut Bliss®, www.coconutbliss.com. It 
took off like wildfire in Eugene, where 
we sold it in all the natural food stores, 
and our business has been growing rapid-
ly since. At the time of this writing, Luna 
& Larry’s Coconut Bliss® is available in 
nearly 300 natural food stores and super-
markets in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Montana, Hawaii, Alaska, and Northern 
California, and will be in 19 states by the 
summer. Sweetened with agave syrup 
and available in 10 flavors, Coconut Bliss 
is certified organic, and we now use sev-
eral certified fair trade ingredients. This 
business feels like a potent way to con-
tinue the work of helping people move to 
a plant-based diet, and we have received 
many emails from people who finally 
feel that they can give up dairy ice cream 
without sacrifice. 

Luna and I have a new baby boy, 
Bija Rain, who was born on January 25, 
and we live with my teenage children, 
Matt and Grace.

Stacey Vicari
How little did I know 18 years ago, 

that a simple bus ride into the downtown 
“loop” of Chicago would change my 
life forever.  After being challenged by 
a stranger I will never be able to thank, I 
read Diet for a New America.   By page 
fifty I had made the choice to go vegan.  
By the end of the book, I saw myself 
meeting John Robbins and one day run-
ning EarthSave.  And so it was…

Shortly after reading Diet for a 
New America, I moved to Louisville with 
great friend, Jim Littlefield-Dalmares.  
We knew immediately upon arriving to 
Louisville that this community needed 
to be graced by the ES message.   As 
it turns out, when we called to inquire 
about starting an ES chapter, we learned 
that there would be a retreat in California 
gathering local chapters from all over the 
country.  I dropped everything and flew 
out.  There, I had the opportunity to meet 
John Robbins, a person I will always be 
forever grateful to for having touched my 
life in such a profound way.

I was on fire when I returned to 
Louisville.  I was so full of passion and 
energy for this mission that for the next 
several years I hardly slept.  In fact, I 
hardly did anything besides build Earth-
Save and help other chapters do the same.  

Before long, I had joined the national 
board as the local chapter representative, 
became the first paid local Executive Di-
rector and later did in fact run EarthSave 
International.

After many years with EarthSave 
and a wonderful year and a half sab-
batical, I founded my own Life Coaching 
business, Ideal Life (www.myideallife.
com).  Now, I have the privilege of being 
able to inspire people in a holistic way 
to make shifts and changes in all parts 
of their lives, both personal and business.  
As a phone-based business, I have cli-
ents all over the country and have actu-
ally worked with many EarthSave people 
over the last eight years.  

And now my volunteer efforts take 
me to the realm of adolescent girls.  I 
have partnered with the Girl Scouts to 
bring a message of empowerment, au-
thenticity and self esteem to girls.  

Life is joyful and I have so much to 
be thankful for.  I will always remember 
the early days of Diet for a New Amer-
ica and the wonderful years of building 
EarthSave.  So much of my life has been 
built on that work and has been greatly 
enhanced by the many friendships I made 
and still have.

There would be no Earthsave Can-
ada today if not for Justis Raynier. 
Justis was a founding member 
and the longest serving President 
in Earthsave Canada’s history. He 
always focused on the positive. He 
never let obstacles stand in the way 

of his goals and visions. Justis was 
a man of exceptional character. 
Despite being President, he was 
often the last one to leave an event. 
No job was too big or too small for 
this dedicated man. He led with 
the dynamic force of his personal-

ity. He reached so many people 
at Earthsave info booths with his 
compelling “Are you a member 
yet? Well, why not!”  Justis will 
never be forgotten by any of those 
who had the honor and privilege of 
knowing him.

Earthsave Mourns the Passing of Justis Raynier
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